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Supervisor Gaddi Vasquez expressed disbelief that Governor 
Deukmejian would declare the infestation of the Mediterranean 
fruit fly as a state of emergency while neither last October’s 
San Francisco earthquake nor last month’s Huntington Beach oil 
spill received similar treatment. 

“It is very curious that an earthquake the magnitude that 
San Francisco experienced was not worthy of the declaration. An 
oil spill of enormous proportions for this area was again not 
worthy of the declaration. But this little fly has apparently 
found the worthiness in the right quarters to have the state 
declaration made," Vasquez said at Wednesday morning’s board 
meeting in Santa Ana. 

The declaration of a state of emergency was necessary 
according to board chairman Donald Roth for the county to qualify 
for automatic immunity from liability should any lawsuit result 
from the aerial spray of malathion. He said that his vote in 


favor of the declaration was note an endorsement of the malathion A 


spraying. 7 pewewAt ° 
"The primary reason for my support Fee a 

financial one. Our two primary advisors, the county counsel and 

the administrative officer strongly recommends the proclamation 

the vote For’ to emerge that it can provide us with automatic 


immunity from liability." D 
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Supervisor Roger Stanton explained that the a of a 
or 


state of emergency would normally be made at the local 
county level in order for the area to receive assistance from the 
state or federal government. But in the case of the medfly ‘, qu 
infestation action was taken at the state level, making it pf 
necessary for the counties and cities to make concurrent : 
declarations every two weeks. 

Supervisor Stanton asked county counsel if the county had (x 
the authority to tell the County Board of Agriculture not to 
cooperate with the medfly program. County counsel, Adrie Exper) “| 
explained that because the County Agricultural Commissioner was Eee 
also the State Agricultural ere ee ae thee 
any directive from the county with its own directive. The net 


¥ Cyper) would be that the program would py. pa! 


ontinue and that the county would be exposed to any lawsuit that 


result according t 


might result from the malathion spraying. 

“It is obvious," Supervisor Vasquez said," that the 
government code, as we know it today, in dealing with emergency 
declarations are seriously flawed. And so it has been suggested 
that something can be done on short order to alleviate the 
situation. I don’t think there is any alternative other than to 
legislate a remedy to change the government code. 

Supervisor Stanton requested that thepcounty staff look into 
legislation being proposed by Assemblyfen) Curt Pringle that would 
create a full-time lab to produce sterile medflies. 
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“According to what we have been told by the State Department 
of Agriculture, an adequate supply [of sterile medflies] would 
totally eliminate the need for aerial spraying in situations that 
are deemed by the state to be an emergency," Supervisor Stanton 
said. 

Supervisor Stanton also noted that a public hearing on 
proposed amendments to regulations on the medfly program was 
going to be conducted in the board hearing room on Monday, March 
19 by the Department of Agriculture. He said that people wishing 
to speak at the public hearing must register with the department 
between noon and one p.m. with the meeting immediately following 


and running until eight p.m. 


The renewal of the proclamation of local emergency because 
of the infestation of the medfly passed 3-2, with Supervisors 
Stanton and Harriett Wieder casting the "no" votes. 
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